A. JTURIEU, the Famous 
French Proteſtant Divine, 


{| his Account of the preſent Perſecution of the Pro= 
teſtants 11 France, 


E ſays, That he has aſſurance from good 
hands, that the preſent Perſecution does 
not adyance P.pery in France; but on the 

__contrary, makes it Joſe its credit, for the 

{Violence of the periecute's, and the Complaints of 

{the perſecuied, hath occafioned many People to en- 
quire intothe Rejormed Religion, that would not 
otherwiſe have done it: Thattheſeizing of Protc- 
ſtant Books hath occaſioned their falling into the 
hands, and the convincing of many Men of Senſe, 
that would otherwiſe neyer bave ſeen them ; That 
the people in many Provinces long for a Reformati- 
on: That there are great Cities of many thouſand 

Inhabitants, where one third of them are enlighten- 
| ed: That within this 15 yeats there baye been more 


dition in France than eyer + that it is inthe bands 
ellher of the Mad perſecuting Clergy, who ruine its 
Credit by their Cruelties, or inthe hands of Laicks 
of no Religion, who Mock at all their Myſteries ; 
and that the number of ſuch is ſo great at Court,and 
evenamong(t the dignity'd Clergy, that it is almoſt 
incredible, 

Then as to the State of the Proteſtant Religion 
there, heſazs, There are till abovea Million of Pro- 
teſtants in Fraxce; that notwithſtanding the laft Per- 
{ecution is more cruel than the firſt, the Zeal and 
Courage of the Proteſtants is greater and greater ; 
that not only particular Perſuns, but whole Com- 
munities haye bulcly declared they will go no more 
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to Maſs ;, and that they haye done thus not only in 
the Hill Country of Laiuedoc, 'Rochell, Saintouze, 
&c, but ina hundred other places, where they met; 
the Intendants in multitudes, in their beſt Apparel, 
as if they bad been defigned for Vitims at the Al- 


HPpiſts converced in that Kingdotn than eyer: And 
What whereas formerly many of their Ecclefiaſticks, 
gybo precended to turn Pruteſtants, were meer Li- 


{ bectines, it is otherwiſe now, thoſe of them thar 
| 


4 CCMme Oyecr being generally Perſons of great Parts & 
Picty ; andtharit che Proteitant States were as zea- 

(Flous to advance Truth as the Papifts are to deftroy 

Wit, many Popiih Eccleſiaſticks of Nute would de- 

T ſect that Church, which be begs Proteſtant Sove- 

W raigns to take into Conlideration. 

| He add;, That for yo years the Papiſts in Fraxce 


have been divided amongſt themielves into e I ol:- 


mits and Zanſcnijts : Thar there's a nzw SeCt {prung 


np call'd Dzectiſts; . and rnat the Socrxrans begin to 
brow very conſiderable among {t them, & have fora 
Jlong time had footing in many of their moſt famons 


Conyents, That he is weil aſfſur'd, that they gene- 


nilly read Epiſcopurs, whence they drink in Pelagra- * 
n/m,and afterwards that which the Biſhop of Merz 


calls a moderate Soconianſm, which is confirm'd b 
M, 4: Valone,formerly a Canon of the Monaſtery of 
St, Genevive, who hath lately renounc'd Popery, and 
join'd himſelf ro the French Church at Nerembers 
In Germ2ny, he lays, in his Book, thatin all the Mo- 


raſterics of tae Canons Regulars of St. Geneve, 


there's a Party who call themſelyes Scripturifts, or 


the L:ttle Church, and either publickly eſpouſe the 
Socman Tentts, cr maintain that it becomes great 
Wits to be for an uniyerſal Toleration: That the 
General, and all the great Officers of that Society, 
were of the Cabal: That M, ae Paloze having given 
' Information of this, was thrown iato Priſon by the 
General, where he bad like to have loſt bis Life, but 
'being (':ſtained by the Abbot of Uyhec, be procur'd 
an Order by the King to diſcharge the Abbot of St. 
Genevw?, and the reſt, and that the Socicty ſhould 
choſe others in their place. 


 _M, Zureuadds, That Popery is in a warlie Con. 


Fcigted at £2ncey, 
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tars, and cryed out unanimouſly, That they would 
ratherdie than go to Maſs, That the Intendant Ba- 
v:{le,and his Italian Relation Count Broglio, thought 
to haye giyen a fatal blow to the Reformation at 
Caſtres, where they Quartered the Soldiers upon the 
Proteſtants to live at Diſcretion, to exerciſe all man« 
ner of Cruelties upon them, to plunder them, and to 
torment their Bodies, that they ſhould hayenoreft 
nor ileep ; that they impriſoned and baniſhed choſe 
that had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their Zeal, de- 
priv d the Parents 0{ their Children,and committed 
all manner of Barbarities upon them ;. yet, notwith= 
ſranding all rais, they had not prevail'd upon 
r2ore than 5 or 8 Perſons to promileto go to Maſs, 
and that the Proteirants throughout the whole Na- 


Y tion had ſhewn the like Chriſtian Fortitude, where- 


a5,in ihe firſt Perſecution,their DeteRion and weaks 
nei5 was but too general. 


He takes Notice of the ſeyeral Methods which 


haye been contriv'd by the Perſecutors, to expel the 
*roteſtant Religion out of France; as that of a ge- 
neral Exile; which was oppos'd by ſome of the 
great Men,as prejudicial to the Kingdom: And that 


-of a general Maſſacre; for which Orders were diſ- 


Patci'd to the Intendants and Goyernors of the Pro« 
vinces; but that the Couriets were re call 'd upon 
the Adyicc oft a certain Grandee, He queſtions the 
Truth of its haying proceeded fo fer ; but doubts 
nor of its having been propos'd and debated, And 
upen the whole draws this Conc]uſton, T bat there's 
no Ground to fear the total Ruine of the Reforma. 
tion in France; God will compleat his Work, but 
Lewis XIVth ſhall neyer finiſh bis, 
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and Re-priated ar Glaſgow by Rebers Sanders One of His Majeltics Printerss 1696s 
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